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Uganda:  

Burundi Refugee Influx 

Highlights 
 There has been a spike in the inflow of  Burundian 

refugees with approximately 800 people arriving 
between 21 and 26 May 2015 and the expectation 

that most of them will be granted refugee status. 
Over 5,000 refugees have been registered so far 
since 01 November 2014.  

 WFP is assisting the refugees, who are arriving 

through the Uganda-Tanzania border, primarily with 
cooked meals and monthly food rations. 

 WFP is able to assist the arrivals within the current 

level of resourcing for all refugees although new 

funding will be required for the latter part of the 
year in order to sustain operations. 

 

Situation Update 
 More refugees are expected to arrive in the absence 

of a solution to the political crisis in their country. 
 
 The government and humanitarian partners are 

working with a contingency plan of 15,000 

Burundian refugees for the remainder of the year, 

including a pre-existing number of about 12,000 

mostly resident in Nakivale settlement.   
 
 The majority of the new refugees are arriving 

through the Tanzanian border and heading to 

Nakivale, which is a known settlement in the region. 

  

 The government is discussing the possibility of  

granting refugee status on prima facie basis.  

 

 28-29 May, WFP will participate in an inter-agency 

assessment of the refugees’ needs and gaps. 
 
 
WFP Response 
 WFP is providing cooked meals at Juru and 

Kabahinda transit centres located inside Nakivale 

settlement, which is situated near the Uganda- 

Tanzania border, and monthly rations for those that 

are getting resettled in the settlement.  

 As the refugees get resettled, they will benefit from 

WFP’s existing supplementary feeding programme. 

which is available for all refugees in Nakivale. 

 Logistics 

In numbers  

5,000 new refugees (in Isingiro 

district near Mbarara) 

5,000 in need of food assistance  
 

Funding Update:  
 WFP is currently supporting approximately 

300,000 refugees monthly at a cost of about 
USD5.5 million each month. Its operational plan 

for refugees is approximately 65 percent funded 
and WFP Uganda is actively engaging with 
donors to raise new funds for the rest of 2015. 

 

 WFP is able to assist the new arrivals within the 

current level of resourcing for all refugees in the 
country. 

 

 An inter-agency contingency plan for 15,000 

Burundian refugees for the rest of 2015 will 
cost WFP USD1.7million. 

 

 WFP has received generous contributions in 

2015 for its protracted relief and recovery 
operation, which includes refugees. These 

include: 
 USD2.3 million (Australia) 
 USD1.57million (Canada),  
 USD200,000 (France) 
 USD 15.4million (USA). 
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 WFP conducting deliveries for 5th cycle food 

distributions for all refugees in Nakivale including 

for the new Burundian refugees. 

 WFP is also delivering an additional 224metric 

tonnes of food to Nakivale and Oruchinga 

settlements, requested by WFP’s Mbarara sub-

office, which is handling the influx, in light of the 

new developments. 

 The storage capacity in Nakivale is 1,400mt and 

adequate for the current number of refugees. 

WFP is monitoring the situation, ready to mount 

new storage facilities in case of need. 

 WFP has sufficient trucking capacity and does not 

expect major challenges in delivering additional 

food should the need arise. 

 

Partnerships  

 WFP is one of about 10 humanitarian agencies 

providing assistance to the new arrivals, others 

being UNHCR, UNICEF, UNFPA and NGOs.  

 American Refugee Committee (ARC) is managing 

distribution of the WFP hot meal on behalf of 

UNHCR. 

Contacts    

 Acting Country Director: Michael Dunford  

Tel: 256.772.287.013 michael.dunford@wfp.org 

 

 Communications Officer: Lydia Wamala  

Tel: 256.772.287.034 or 256.778.037 

lydia.wamala@wfp.org 
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